lSerpico Tells of Delay on Police Inquiry

By DAVID BURNEAM

A detective told the Knapp
Commission yesterday that at
least five months passed be-
tween the time he complained
to high-city officials of wide-
spread police corruption and
the opening of an official in-
vestigation of the charge.

The testimony of Detective
Frank Serpico came as the
Knapp Commission resumed its

public hearings on the ‘extent
of police corruption in New
York and the alleged failure of
the Lindsay administration and
the Police Department to act on
specific allegations of police
graft.-

Mr. Serpico said he had given
specific names and incidents of
police corruption he had wit-

. . Tho New York Times/Lee Romara
Whitman Knapp, chairman of Investigating commission, listening yesterday as Frank
Serpico, bearded detective, testified about his long fight to expose police corruption.

nessed to Jay Kriegel, one of
Mayor Lindsay's closest advis-
ers, and Arnold G. Fraiman,
then the City Commissioner of
lInvestigation and now a Su-
'preme Court justice.

i - Detective Serpico testified he
jalso had been informed that
{First Deputy Police Commis-
sioner John F. Walsh had been
told of the allegations of cor-
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ruption a full eight months be-
fore the Police Department ini-
tiated an investigation of the
charges.

The detective was the first

witness as the commission re-
sumed its hearings on alleged
police corruption. The first se-
ries—nine days of testimony
that ended Oct. 29—heard po-
licemen and civilians tell of
widespread bribes and kick-
backs.

* Mr. Serpico said he believed
the only rcason the Police De-
partment finally initiated an
investigation was that it
learned he had gone outside
the department-—to Mr, Kriegel
and the Investigation Commis-
sioner.

. Flanked by his attorney, for-
mer United States Attorney
General Ramsey Clark, Mr.
Serpico gave his account of re-
peated {rustration,

Detective Serpico said Mr.
Clark had volunteered his serv-
ices without fee.

Facing a forest of micro-
phones and at least 11 televi-
sion cameras, the bearded,
mustachioed and much-deco-
rated detective testified in a
subdued fashion to an immedi-
ate audience of not more than
300 people, many of whom
were newsmen and television
technicians.

Kriegel at Desk

The two key points during
his three hours of testimony in
the ornate and brightly lighted
Great Hall of the New York
Chamber of Commerce building
at 65 Liberty Street came when
Michael F. Armstrong, the
commission’s  chief counsel,
briefly questioned Detective
Serpico about his meetings
with Mr. Kriegel and Justice
Fraiman in the spring of 1967.

The detective said that the
meeting with both men was
arranged by Sgt. David Durk,
the a close friend of Mr, Krie-
gel’'s. Sergeant Durk was as-
signed to the polico unit at-
tached to the City Department
of Investigation.

Detective Serpico testified

that the session between him
and Sergeant Durk and the
Mayor's assistant occurred on
a Sunday in Mr. Kriegel's
office in the basement of City
Hall,

“Well' hc was sitting at his
desk with his feet on the desk,”
the detective rccalled yester-
day. He testified that he gave
Mr. Kriegel “names, places and
specifications” of the corrup-
tion he had witnessed while
serving as a plainclothes man
in Brooklyn and the Bronx
with the responsibility to en-
force the gambling, prostitution
and liquor laws,

“He didn't take constant
notes or anything,” Detective

Serpico said, add‘mg that Mr.

Kriegel “would jump up from’
time to time and appear to be
making notations.” :

Detective Serpico also sald
he told Mr, Kriegel about the
apparent failure of the Police
Department to act on the in-
formation he had already pro-
vided.

He said that Mr. Kriegel said
he would have to “check to
see if in fact an dnvestigation
was or wasn't being conducted,
because if it was, his investiga-
tion might. blow the other in-
vestigation.”

Detective Serpico quoted the
mayoral® assistant as having
said “he would discuss it with
the Maycr and ascertain what
was happening and what was
to be done.”

Fraiman Meeting Held

Several weeks later, Sergeant
Durk arranged a meeting be-
tween Detective Serpico and
Mr. Fraiman, The meeting, the
detective testified, occurred on
Memorial Day, 1967, in the
den of Mr. Fraiman’s apart-
ment.

Detective Serpico said that
after he had given names,
places and the amounts of
grafting he had witnessed, the
Investigation Commissoner re-
sponded by asking, “Well, what
glg"you want me to do about
t

“At which time Y stated I
was only a patrolman, and I
wag merely apprlsing him of
the facts, and that he was the
Commissioner and should have
more knowledge as to what to
do than myself.”

Detective Serpico said that|
after considerable discussion of
various alternatives, that he
was under the impression that
Commissioner Fraiman had de-
cided to place a secret record-
ing device in a surveillance
truck used by plainclothes
policemen,

He said that the following
day Sergeant Durk cama to his
apartment with the bug that
was to be placed in the truck,
but that a ‘few hours later
Sergeant Durk was ordered to
return the bug to the Investi-
gation Department because “it
was needed in an investigation
of a building inspector.”

About three months before
he spoke with Mr. Kriegel and
Mr. Fraiman, Detective Serpico
said, he had a series of meet-
ings with Inspector Cornelius
J. Behan, a police official he
said he completely trusted.

The detective testified that
Inspector Behan was shocked
by his charges of widespread
corruption in the gambling unit
to which he was assigned and
that the inspector had reported
the allegations to Mr. Walsh,
then the first deputy commis.
sioner whose principal respon-
sibility was fighting corruption.

Detective Serpico said In-
spector Bchan quoted Commis-

sioner Walsh as having udvised\
that Mr. Serpico “continue mr
performance in working with
the Seventh Division, and not
to get involved in any cortup-
tion.”

It was not unul October,
1967—eight months after Com-
missioner Walsh reportedly was
informed of -the allegations of
corruption and five months
after Mr. Kriegel and Mt, Frai-
man heard the same charges—
that the Police Department be-
gan investigating the charges,
Detective Serpico testified.

The investigation, when It
finally got under way, resulted
in the indictment of eight city
policemen for perjury and the
bringing of departmental and
Federal charges against addi-
tional policemen, !

Of the eight who were in-
dicted by Bronx District Attor-
ney Burton B. Roberts, two
have been convicted, two have
pleaded guilty and three were
?cquitted. One case is pend-

ng.

Of the three policemen who
wera acquitted, two have been
dismissed from the force after
departmental trials and one re-
signed. :

Despite these results and the
long delay in getting action,
Mr. Serpico and Me. Durk still
attempted to get other agencies
involved. Unable to do so, the
approached The New Yor
Times. The Times published a
lengthy article about corrup-
tion on April 25, 1970.

Though Mr, Armstrong, in an
opening statement at the be-
ginning of the first series of
hearings in October, credited
Detective Serpico and Sergeant
Durk with providing informa-
tion to The Times that resulted
in the formation of the Knapp
Commission, In May, 1970, the
lawyer did not ask Detective
Serpico about this incident yes-
terday.

__When Detective Serpico was

asked after the hearing wheth-
er he felt Mr, Kricgel, Mr. Frai-
man and others had covered
up police corruption, his attor-
ney, Mr. Clark, would not per-
mit him to answer, noting that
this was a judgment of the
commission.

In an opening statement
yesterday, however, the com-
mission chairman, Whitman
Knapp—~who wore dark glasses
because, ha ,sald, the television
lights at the first hearing had
given him headaches—said the
commission was planning to
withhold making such a judg-
ment at least for the time
being,. ‘

“Any conclusion the commis-
sion may make will appear in
its final report,” Mr Knapp
said.

The commission hearing$ re-
sume today at 10 AM,
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